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REPORT . 


T- 'EPICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  -  1041. 


Rebow  Chambers, 

Sir  Isaac’s  ”'alk, 
Colchester. 

8th  July,  1542, 

L'r.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

As  in  the  past  two  years,  I  am  presenting  a 
composite  report  for  the  Urban  Districts  of  ’7est  1  ersea  and 
U'ivenhoe  and  the  Rural  District  of  Lexden  &  ’"instree. 

Detailed  statistics  have  been  prepared  and  preserved 
for  inclusion  in  a  comprehensive  report  when  instructions 
are  r<E  co  for  this  from  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

TV .  H.  ALDERTON. 


AMOJAL  REPORT.  1941. 


During  the  year  under  review  the  Districts  retained  their 
character  as  neutral  areas,  and  a  small  number  of  evacuated  children 
have  remained  in  the  areas.  An  observation  of  a  large  number  of 
children  in  the  Districts  shows  that  there  has  been  no  discernible 
deterioration  in  their  health  or  physique.  Even  the  inability  of  a 
large  number  of  parents  to  get  their  children  to  bed  at  the  normal 
time  as  indicated  by  the  clock  has  failed  to  detract  from  their 
normal  progress;  and  now  it  is  impossible  tc  tell  from  casual  obser¬ 
vation  the  difference  between  local  and  evacuated  children. 

Staff. 


It  has  been  possible  to  retain  the  services  of  the  two  Sanitary 
Inspectors  for  Lexden  &  "'instree,  whereas  the  joint  Sanitary  Inspector 
for'T  est  I  ersea  and  "ivenhoe  resigned  his  post  during  the  year.  In 
his  place  the  Council  have  engaged  an  officer  for  best  1/ersea  who 
combines  his  duties  as  Sanitary  Inspector  with  those  of  Surveyor.  At 
h'ivenhoe  arrangements  have  been  made  for  an  Inspector  of  the  lendring 
Rural  District  Council  to  devote  part  of  his  tine  to  this  District. 


Vital  Statistics. 


In  the  following  short  summary  the  death  rates  cannot  be  com¬ 
pared  with  the  country  as  a  whole  nor  with  previous  years,  as  the 
factor  for  comparison  is  not  available  owing  to  the 
population.  The  rates  however  would  be  smaller  than 
given . 


movements  of 
the  crude  rates 


Birth  Rate 

per 


1,000. 


Lexden  L  binstree 
best  her sea 
’  ivenhoe 


14.1 

12.6 

17.1 


Death  Rate 

per  1, 000 . 

12.4 

17.3 

19.0 


Infant 
Portal l£y. 

45.6 
Nil . 
25.8 


Diphtheria  Immunisation. 


Progress  has  been  made  in  the  campaign  for  the  protection  of 
children  under  15  years  of  age.  The  following  table  shows  the  posi.ion 


at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Percentage  immunised 

under  5  years. 


Percentage  Immunised 
between  5  &  15  years. 


Lexden  &  ’  'instree 
best  Per sea 
■'ivenhoe 


37 

30 

30.5 


51 

46 

39 


Fur the  r  pr ogre s a 


has  been  made  since 


31st  December i  . 
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Mater  Suet.  lies. 

xhe  public  supplies  in  the  three  Districts  have  been  analysed 
and  found  to  be  satisfactory* 

Ihe  plants  for  chlorinating  these  supplies  have  now  been 
delivered,  installed,  and  chlorination  is  in  operation  at  each 
pumping  station. 

/arious  auxiliary  supplies  have  been  tested  for  use  in 
emergency . 

Examination  of  bursts  in  the  water  mains  of  the  District 
( Lexden  &,  instree)  which  have  occurred  from  time  to  time  showed 
serious  defects  in  certain  of  the  pipes  in  use.  As  this  condition 
appeared  to  be  of  an  alarming  extent  the  Council  called  in  Messrs, 
.Kennedy  &  Donkin,  Consulting  Engineers,  to  investigate  and  advise. 

Mr,  Hurd,  the  local  Sanitary  Inspector,  assisted  considers!' y  in 
these  examinations,  and  he  has  convinced  the  Council,  if  nc,  entirely 
the  consultants,  that  the  defects  are  confined  to  spun  pipes.  In  my 
opinion  overwhelming  proof  has  been  produced,  showing  that  spun  pipes 
laid  in  heavy,  damp  soil,  become  markedly  corroded  probably  due  to 
electrolytic  action;  whereas  sand  cast  pipes,  laid  in  similar  soil  and 
even  in  continuation  with  spun  pipes,  show  no  defect.  This  is  a  natter 
which  deeply  concerns  all  water  authorities  and  should  be  made  widely 
known , 


Sewage  Disposal. 

Ihe  Contractor  for  the  new  sewage  scheme  at  East  Donyland 
completed  the  laying  of  the  new  sowers  during  1941  and  connections 
were  permi  ted  early  in  November. 

Ey  the  end  of  the  year  approximately  90  properties  were  re- 
drained  to  the  new  sewers. 

The  work- of  closet  conversion  and  the  laying  of  new  drains  is 
actively  proceeding. 

The  remaining  seware  works  in  the  three  Districts  are  working 
sat isfactorily . 

Infectious  Disease. 


Minor  infectious  disease  accounted  for  the  greater  proportion  of 
cases  notified;  both  Measles  and  ’"hooping  Cough  were  on  a  larger  scale 
than  last  year.  Measles  was  most  prevalent  in  the  early  part  of  the 
year,  whilst  the  majority  of  ’"hoopin'7  Cough  cases  occurred  in  the 
second  half  of  the  year, 

A  small  number  of  cases  of  Scabies  came  to  notice,  but  at  no 
time  did  a  serious  outbreak  appear  tc  be  developing.  PrivaV 
practitioners  dealt  with  most  of  the  cases. 
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Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29730326 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  notifications  received. 


Lejtden  & 

4,.rinstre'e . 


v7est  rersea. 


■^Lvanhoe . 


L'easles  296 
Scarlet  Fever  45 
n,hooping  Cough  129 
Pneumonia  31 
Puerperal  Pyrexia  2 
Cerebro-spinal  Fever  2 
Enteric  Fever  ♦  ■ '  1 
Erysipelas  1 
Diphtheria  1 


68 

2 

20  i 
2 
0. 

0  • 
1 
0 
0 


48 

3 

25 

3 

1 

1 

0 

2 
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4  Information  from  school  sources* 


t  *  y  *  « 


V 


Tuberculosis  cases  occurring  in  the  Districts  were  as  follows. 


|fe..  .. 


Lexden  & 

W lustres . 


West  Kersea . 


Vfivenhoe . 

i 


tary 

t-TtSfionaiy 
Deaths 


10 

13 

11 


x 
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3 
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